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1. In General 


§ 69. Defendant subject to personal jurisdiction by service of process or appearance 
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Personal jurisdiction over the defendant must be acquired by proper service of process on 
the defendant or by the defendant's voluntary appearance and submission to the court's 


jurisdiction. 


Generally, personal jurisdiction over the defendant can be acquired only in two ways: (1) by proper 


service of process on the defendant,’ and (2) by the defendant's voluntary appearance in court 


and submission to the court's jurisdiction? although personal jurisdiction and defects in personal 


jurisdiction are subject to the parties' consent, agreement, waiver, or estoppel.” 


Generally, personal service of the defendant within the borders of the state of the defendant's 


residence is sufficient to invoke the jurisdiction of the court of that state.“ 
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Under statutory provisions for substituted service, the court can acquire in personam jurisdiction 
over a defendant served by leaving process at the defendant's usual place of abode within the 
state or by serving valid original process and a copy of the initial pleading upon defendant's 


statutory agent.” In the absence of personal service within the state, personal jurisdiction over a 
nonresident can be obtained in the statutory manner provided for substituted long-arm service of 


process,” including service by publication, ’ subject to the necessity of satisfying the constitutional 
prerequisites of minimum contacts and fundamental fairness for personal jurisdiction over 


nonresidents.’ Constructive service of process on a nonresident defendant confers only in rem or 


quasi in rem jurisdiction on the court, not personal jurisdiction.” 


Mere knowledge!” or notice of proceedings, in the absence of service of process, is not enough to 


subject the defendant to the court's personal jurisdiction. |! 
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